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CONFIDENTIAL BUJUMBURA 0964 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, BY.SO 

SUBJECT: BACKGROUND OF EXILE OF EX-PRESIDENT MICOMBERO TO SOMALIA 
REF: BUJUMBURA 0949 (NOTAL) 

1 . DURING MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER MUGANGA AUGUST 18, 1 
ASKED WHETHER HE COULD GIVE ME BACKGROUND OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
EX-PRESIDENT MICOMBERO TO GO INTO EXILE IN SOMALIA. I ALSO ASKED 
WHETHER THERE WOULD BE PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF THIS MOVE. 

2. MUGANGA SAID SOME STATEMENT WOULD BE ISSUED SOON, BUT TIMING 
AND CONTENTS HAD NOT YET BEEN WORKED OUT. 

3. HE NOTED THAT EXILE HAD BEEN THE INITIATIVE OF PRESIDENT 
BAGAZA HIMSELF. MUGANGA EXPLAINED THAT FACTIONS HAD BEGUN TO 
FORM (PRESUMABLY BOTH WITHIN AND OUTSIDE PRESENT REGIME) OVER 
ISSUE OF WHAT TO DO ABOUT MICOMBERO. A NUMBER OF PEOPLE WERE 
DEMANDING THAT HE STAND TRIAL FOR HIS MISDEEDS AND FINANCIAL 
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PECULATIONS. OTHER INFLUENTIAL PERSONS DEFENDED HIM. 

4. BAGAZA DECIDED THAT A SHOW TRIAL WOULD ONLY HARM THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT'S "REVOLUTION". IT WOULD DISTRACT THE WHOLE NATION 
FOR SIX MONTHS FROM THE HARD WORK ESSENTIAL TO DEVELOPMENT. 
MOREOVER. IT WOULD BE JUDGING ESSENTIALLY POLITICAL ACTS, AND 
WOULD ACCENTUATE THE DIVISIONS IN BURUNDIAN SOCIETY. THUS, 
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MUGANGA WAS SENT ON HIS MISSION ON JULY 20, AND DURING COURSE OF 
FOLLOWING WEEK, PLUS SUBSEQUENT VISIT IN AUGUST, ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
EXILE WERE COMPLETED. (SUPREME REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL WAS CONVENED 
AUGUST 13 TO GIVE FORMAL APPROVAL TO MICOMBERO'S DEPARTURE NEXT DAY.) 

5. 1 COMMENTED THAT THIS QUESTION HAD ARISEN IN WAKE OF ARMY'S 
"STRIKE" OVER PAY AND ALLOWANCES JULY 18. THIS HAD BEEN FOLLOWED 
BY INTERIOR MINISTER NDIKUMANA'S PUBLIC CALL ON JULY 26 FOR 
PROSECUTION OF MICOMBERO. DID THIS MEAN A RIFT BETWEEN BAGAZA 
AND NDIKUMANA? MUGANGA AVOIDED AN ANSWER TO THIS. BUT HE CONFIRMED 
THAT THERE HAD BEEN DIFFERENT JUDGMENTS WITHIN THE RULING GROUP. 

HE SAID THAT THERE HAD BEEN ENOUGH INSTABILITY IN THE COUNTRY 
FOLLOWING THE ARMY'S WORK STOPPAGE, WITHOUT ALLOWING A CUASE OF 
EVEN WORSE POTENTIAL DISSENSION TO FESTER. 

6. MUGANGA SAID NO DECISION HAD YET BEEN TAKEN ON DISPOSITION OF 
EX-CHIEF OF STAFF NDABAMEYE, WHO REMAINS UNDER HOUSE ARREST. 

HE CONFIRMED THAT MICOMBERO WAS OF COURSE NOT RPT NOT UNDER ANY 
COMMITMENT OR COERCION TO REMAIN IN SOMALIA. MICOMBERO HAD 
DECLARED THAT HE ONLY WANTED THE BEST FOR BURUNDI AND WOULD NOT 
RPT NOT ENGAGE IN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES FROM EXILE. (WE HAVE 
HEARD THAT. AS AN INCENTIVE TO BOTH MICOMBERO AND SIAD-BARRE, 

BURUNDI MAY HAVE AGREED TO PAY AN ANNUAL SUBSIDY TO MICOMBERO. 
WHICH WOULD PRESUMABLY BE CUT OFF IN THE EVENT OF MICOMBERO'S 
"MISBEHAVIOR".) 
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7. COMMENT: ON THE WHOLE, BAGAZA HAS SHOWED BOTH INGENUITY AND 
COMMON SENSE IN ARRANGING THE EXILE, AS WELL AS HIS STRONG DISLIKE 
FOR HARSH REPRESSIVE MEASURES THAT WOULD SULLY THE IDEALISTIC 
TONE THAT HE TRIES TO SET FOR HIS REGIME. OTHER LEADERS HAVE MANY 
FEWER COMPUNCTIONS AND WOULD CLEARLY NOT RPT NOT BE AVERSE TO 
SOME "REVOLUTIONARY JUSTICE". BAGAZA HAS PREVAILED IN THIS 
INSTANCE. PERHAPS BECAUSE A MAJORITY OF THE OFFICER CORPS 
REALIZED THAT IT COULD NOT RPT NOT AFFORD A MAJOR SPLIT WITHIN THE 
LEADERSHIP (E.G., BETWEEN BAGAZA AND NDIKUMANA) JUST WHEN THE 
ENTIRE REGIME WAS BESET WITH OUTSIDE PRESSURES FROM THE ARMY'S 
RANKS AS WELL AS FROM ADHERENTS OF THE OLD. MICOMBERO-LED ORDER. 
CERTAINLY, BAGAZA HAS BOUGHT SOME BREATHING SPACE WITH THIS LATEST 
MOVE, AND HE MAY BE ABLE TO RECONSOLIDATE HIS GOVERNMENT'S 
CONTROL. MICOMBERO IN EXILE COULD BE A SYMOBLIC RALLYING POINT 
FOR HIS BACKERS STILL ACTIVE IN BURUNDI, BUT HE IS NOT RPT NOT 
LIKELY TO HAVE COMEBACK POTENTIAL IN FACT. OWING TO HIS 
ALCOHOLISM AND INTELLECTUAL BANKRUPTCY. 
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